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For the past few years the population projection used by the Planning 
Commission has been the one contained in the Economic Base Study. This was 
based largely on 1955 data and gave a projection to 1976. Due to work being 
done on the District Plan and the Transportation Survey, it is necessary to 
extend the projection to 1980, and it is advisable to review it considering 
actual growth and the recent Provincial Population estimates available. It 
should be noted that what is being considered here is not a City of Edmonton 
projection but the urban population increase for the Edmonton District, and 
although a large percentage will be accommodated within the present Metro- 
politan area a sizeable amount will in time be absorbed by the District 
Towns. 

For comparative purposes three projections are considered: 

1. <A straight line projection from 1976-1980 of the Economic Base 

estimate. 

2. A percentage of Provincial increase, 


3. An estimated yearly increase based on the average annual 1946- 
1960 growth. 


1. Economic Base 


At the present time this forecast is extended from 1976 to 
1980 by a straight line projection. However a full review of 
Economic Base Study will be possible when the complete results_ 
of the 1961 Dominion Bureau of Statistics census are available, 


which may take from one to two years, 


2. Percentage of Provincial Increase 


An estimate of Provincial population to 1985 has recently 
been revised by the Alberta Bureau of Statistics, based on 


natural increase with no estimate made for net migration, 


In using these results for the Edmonton area we have applied 
two assumptions: 


a) That the net migration for Alberta 1960-1980 will average 
8000 persons a year, This figure is lower than the 
average 1946-1960. 


b) That the Edmonton District will absorb approximately 42% 
of the total population increase of the Province. This 
is the actual average 1951-1960. 
3. The various Average Yearly Increases considered are primarily to 
give some indication of the results of extending past rates of 
growth. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/61115520157 


The results of these various projections are as follows: 
Method 1 - 658,000 (Economic Base) 
Method 2 - 614,000 (% of Provincial Increase) 
Method 3 - 601,000 (linear projection of average yearly 
growth 1946 - 1960). 
For various reasons it is proposed that the figure which should 
be used for the 1980 urban population is 658,000. 
a) The Economic Base projection has proved fairly reliable to 
date, the estimated population being within approximately 
1% of the actual population. 
Deri men cd LyOOrropwiation.. » 4 +, os, s. 6s «fois, tecguoo 
Actual Metropolitan Population, 1960 


City of Edmonton 269,414 
Town of Jasper Place 27,414 
Town of Beverly Os O05 
New Town ef St. Albert 5 02) 
Town of Leduc aineg 
Town of Fort Saskatchewan 2,205 
Sherwood Park 2,200 
Portion of M.D, Sturgeon River) 
Portion of M.D, Strathcona ) 6,370 
Portion of M.D. Stony Plain ) 
Griesbach Barracks ) 
3259262 

Less 1955 Population - 

Leduc 221be 

Fort Saskatchewan 2,200 4,368 318 894 
Difference 3,850 


That is, the projection was 1.2% greater than 
the actual population. 


(Note: It is assumed that the population increase in Leduc and 
Fort Saskatchewan is part of the projected Metropolitan 
increase, even though the populations in 1955 were not 
actually accounted for.) 


b) Methods 2 and 3 are based on very conservative estimates. 


c) Given a possible minimum and maximum figure, it is more 
advantageous to use the higher since from a land use and 
traffic point of view the problems arising from under- 
estimating are greater than from overestimating, within 
limits, 

In the following pages the relevant data on Municipal, Metropolitan, 
District and Provincial population have been put into an easily accessible 


form, so that the conclusions can be assessed and evaluated. 
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URBAN POPULATION PROJECTION - EDMONTON METROPOLITAN AREA 


Sources: An Economic Base Survey for the Edmonton Metropolitan area, 


Edmonton District Planning Commission - 1958 


Alberta's Economic Prospects, 


Government of Alberta - 1955 


Graphs of Growth, 
Government of Alberta - 1960 


The Edmonton District Water Supply, 


Edmonton District Planning Commission - 1960 


1. Economic Base Study 


PG peer V0 e.g isa ey 4) aoa as Oe a ae, BORDON 
Assumed 4-year increase (at same rate as predicted | , 78 000 
from 1971 to 1976) 658, 000 


2. Provincial Government Projection from 1960 to 1980 
Metropolitan Area Related to Province as_a Whole 


PROVINCIAL ANNUAL % METROPOLITAN ANNUAL % 
POPULATION INCREASE POPULATION INCREASE 
1960 1,283,000 1960 317,528 
1959 1,243,000 Boy 1959 301,943 5.2% 
40,000 15 585 
1959 1,243,000 1959 301,943 
1958 1,201,000 3.5% 1958 285,98 5.6% 
1.2 .000 15,954 
1958 1,201,000 1958 285,989 
1957 1,160,000 3.5% 1957 267,343 7.0% 
41,000 1s 646 
1957 1,160,000 1957 267,343 
1956 1.123.000 3.3% 1956 252,102 6.0% 
37,000 15 2h 
1956 1,123,000 1956 252,102 
1955 1,091,000 2.% 1956 259.619 7.2% 
32,000 18,489 
1955 1,091,000 199 235 613 
1954 1,057,000 3.2% 1954 219,549 6.4% 
34,000 14,064 
1954 1,057,000 1954 219,549 
1953 1,012,000 L4% 1953 202,390 8.5% 
45 000 17,159 
1953 1,012,000 1953 202,390 
1952 973 000 4.0% 1952 185,260 9.3% 
27,200 le Re, 
1952 973,000 1952 185,260 
1951 _ 939,000 3.6% 1951 174,229 6.3% 


34, O00 11,031 
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Provincial Metropolitan Annual % Metro. to 
Increase Increase Increase Prov. Increase 
; (Metropolitan) 
1959 - 60 40,000 15,585 5.28 39.0% 
1958 - 59 4.2,000 15,954 5.6% 38.0% 
1957 - 58 41,000 18, 646 7.0% 45.5% 
195@-- 57 37 , 000 Lee i: 6.0% 41.2% 
1955 - 56 32,000 18,489 7.9% 57.8% 
M5 = 55 34,000 14, 064, 6.4% L1Le 
1953 - 54 1,5 ,000 17,159 8.5% 38.2% 
1952 - 53 39,000 17 130 9.3% 43.9% 
195 1 -— 52 34,000 id Ope 6.3% 2.5% 
1951 — 60 344,000 $29 41. % 
SUP sPop ai eree irl porta: 1900 ste éiseos Gy-n!ssh ia tes bose, & o, -» GeE, 000 
Population of Alberta 1980 ; é 
Considering Births and Deaths‘only - 1,830,000 
+ 20 years Net Immigration at 8,000/yr.~ _160,000 
1,990; 000 
Dee Me GeO NO TSAEC a6 wiles «eh leh in so fey ale wnt y ee 707 , 000 
b) Edmonton Metropolitan Area increase as % of total Provincial increase 
1951 - 1960 = 41.% 
c) Edmonton area's portion of the Provincial increase 
41.9% of 707,000 = 296,200 
qd) Ndmonten Metropolitan Pepulation 1960. . . + 2 « « « ¢ @ ¥°°3172500 
Estimated increase from (c) ee De OS ty 228) 
613 7.00 


3. Estimate by Yearly Increase 


1901 


1 Be Bag 
NGS Pa ee 


Nes BRE 
1941 
1946 
igo L 
1956 


1960 


Metropolitan Population* 


. . + » 4;648 (Towns of Edmonton,-Strathcona and St. Albert). 
. . « 315678 (Cities of Edmonton,Strathcona and Town of St. Albert). 
. . . 60,760 (City of Edmonton; Beverly and St. Albert). 
. » « « 81,133 (City of Edmonton; Beverly-and St. Albert). 
» . « » 965895 (City of Edmonton; Beverly; St.Albert and Jasper Place). 
ae ee OO (City of Edmonton, Beverly, St.Albert and Jasper Place). 
» » « «1745229 (D,.B,S. Metropolitan Boundary(as defined in 1956)). 
» » « 2252,782 (D.B.S, Metropolitan Boundary(as defined in 1956) and 

: St. Albert and Sherwood Park). 
~ . « 317,528 (D.B.5S. Metropolitan Boundary (as defined in 1956)and 

St. Albert and Sherwood Park). 


*Edmonton became a Village 1871, incorporated as a Town 1892 and incorporated 


as a City 1904. 


Strathcona incorporated as a Town 1899, incorporated as a City 1907. 


Edmonton and Strathcona were amalgamated 1912. 


Jasper Place became a Village in 1949 and incorporated as a Town 1950. 


Beverly 


became a Village in 1913 and incorporated as a Town 1914. 


St. Albert incorporated as a Town 1904 and received New Town status 1957. 
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Average Yearly Growth - Metropolitan Area 


eae (SETS 6. Mh 2d s 4. ee dee tO 4 2,808 
ee We eo ge kg ck We a ee ew, ON 
Peer OLN a eR MMRM YA hel Ara Cet Le Ew y Gag LL, O12 
he 2 0 ir Ae Ree Ras oa 9st fe SEED Speed ll GR, aaa bale ete ey 
Wee C0 meemieete Br Mss ee. | Mies Gol og Be 01S 922 
Oe 00 eee ak 6 vg sk) 6) 6g Cae ie oe Ke Ree. 5,903 


a) 


b) 


c) 


Estimated 1980 Population Based on Linear Projection of Average 
Yearly Growth, 1951 - 1960 
Edmonton Metropolitan Population 1960 ...... . < « «« » « 317,500 
Pismo years Gwliy Jee, Welw ts ow an lice 6 6) le letie ie 6 Sk OO 
€35, 900 
or _ 636,000 


Estimated 1980 Population Based on Linear Projection of Average 


Yearly Growth, 1946 -— 1960 


Edmonton Metropolitan Population 1960 .......... . 317,500 
Plusmo syerns Coles es) 6 Ge TNs ee ew 1 ee OBS 500 
601,000 


Estimated 1980 Population Based on Linear Projection of Average 
Yearly Growth, 1941 - 1960 
Bdmonton Metropolitan Population 1960 ....... +.» « »« 317,500 
Pee ee eRe io OL ea fc!) tel a. ce Map nec! le a We cee ge UU 
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PROVINCIAL POPULATION 1939 TO 19601 


WITH NATURAL INCREASE PROJECTED TO 1985 


Births* Deaths Net Net Net Increase Total 
Natural Immigration** or Population 
Increase or (-) Decrease in thousands 
(-) Emigration 

No. No. No. No. No. No, 
ga? 16,470 opiiste) 10,681 -6 ,000 5,000 786 
1940 eo. 6,203 L156 -7 , 000 4,000 790 
1941 Ly ee) 8) 6,385 10,923 —5 , 000 6,000 796 
1942 hee aly 6,091 12,226 -32,000 -20, 000 776 
1943 £75290 6,52k 12,766 -4,,000 9, 000 785 
1944 aoa (2 6,320 Le ye 10,000 23 , 000 808 
1945 19,939 6, 454 13,485 ~13 ,000 808 
1946 22,184 6,601 ie Prclays| -21, 000 -5 ,000 803 
1947 24,631 6,543 18 , 088 4,000 22,000 825 
1948 2h, , 075 6,987 17,088 12,000 29, 000 854 
19a PITRE he) 7,083 dey ACh oe 13,000 31,000 885 
1950 25,025 6,856 18,769 9, 000 28 , 000 913 
1951 27,003 (aatteyt| 19,836 6,000 26 , 000 By) 
Lode 29 OD (ees 2,760 12,000 34, OOO he: 
1953 32 376 7,646 235759 15, 000 39, 000 i, 022 
1954 33,593 7,520 26,073 19,000 4.5 ,000 1,057 
1955 BS eye 7,956 26,401 8 , 000 34,, 000 Toru 
1956 3H, IDL 7,786 27, 165 5 , 0GO 32,000 ae 
1OD e So 718 Bee} 27 , 463 10, 000 37 , 000 1,160 
1958 36,482 Srey 28 , 605 12,000 41, 000 Ppa 
195 8,776 6,720 30,056 12,000 42,000 1, 243 
1960 39,692 GO iet BOA 9, 000 40, 000 1283 
ad at eas eer ae Assumed as a balance ape 
Ba ogee erie ce between Immigration and es 
1981 54 , 000 17 , 000 37 , 000 Bui eration 1,867 
1985 59,000 20, 000 39, 000 2,061 
**Estimated Exclusive of Stillbirths 


tsource - Alberta's Economic Prospects, Government of Alberta, 1960 
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— BOUNDARIES — 


OTE 


ouuasmes EXISTING URBAN BOUNDARIES 


eeeeee 1956 METROPOLITAN BOUNDARY 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
(for census purposes only ) 
unmunmit 1961 METROPOLITAN BOUNDARY 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


(for census purposes only ) 


ecu'Sea COINCIDENCE OF BOUNDARIES 


September !96! 
EDMONTON DISTRICT PLANNING COMMISSION 
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